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By - Laws made by the Council of the University of Colombo under Section 135 of the
Universities Act No. 16 of 1978 and its subsequent Amendments.

BY-LAWS

1. . These By-Laws may be cited. as the Master of Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy
Degrees By-Laws in the Facultyof Graduate Studies No . ..5. of 201 0.

2. These By-Laws shall come into operation on its receiving approval by the Councilor on
such other date as decided by the Council. These shall replace the By-Laws No. 12 of
2002 when they come into operation without prejudice to anything done under those.

PART 1- GENERAL

3. Subject to these By-Laws a person may be awarded the Degree of Master of Philosophy
(M. Phil) / Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D), as the case may be, if s/he has -

(a) been a duly admitted and registered student of the Programme leading to the Master
of Philosophy (M.Phil) or Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) as the case may be
(hereinafter referred to as the Programme) by the University of Colombo (hereinafter
referred to as the University) for the period prescribed in these By-Laws;

(b) pursued the program of study in the University, or in other approved place or
institution, to the satisfaction of the Vice-Chancellor as prescribed by these By-Laws,
and other Rules and Regulations;

(c) satisfied the Examiners at the prescribed Written Examinations, Proposal
Presentations, Progress Presentations, Assignments and/or at any other mode of
Assessment as may be decided by the Faculty Board of the Faculty of Graduate
Studies and at the Final Presentation of research in the form of a thesis;

(d) paid such. registration, tnition, supervision, examination fee's and other fees and due's i

as may be payable by her/him.to the Universityr-arni

(e) fulfilled all other requirements.prescribedbythese By-Laws, and the Regulations and
Rules of the University.



4. The Coordinator

4.1 There shall be a C0:0rdl11atDT or Cocrdinators for the Programme .and she/he shall he
appointed by the Dean ofthe Faculty -of Graduate Studies. The Coordinator/s and
the other teaching staff whose services are obtained for the conduct of the
Programme shell. he .paid.such remuneration as approved from time to.time by tbe
Co-Un·C··I··! ~+'+1""" T hriversitv ",+ Colonrsn, u:. -1 V~l U:H ••, LLhH -y- J.. - ,LY \;;J..l \.....t. Ll- - UJ.JJ:)..ou- '.

5.1 Applications for registration may be invited by Notice in the newspapers or on line
the website/s of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and/or the University. In the case
of permanent teachers of the University of Colombo, a written application may be
made by them to the Faculty of Graduate Studies at any time of a year.

5.2 The Faculty of Graduate Studies may prepare a prospectus to be issued .with the
application form.

5.3 A person who wishes to be enrolled; as a candidate for the Degree of Master of
Philosophy or Doctor of Philosophy shall make her/his application in the prescribed
form on payment of prescribed fees. She/he shall forward the duly completed
application to the Deputy Registrar/Senior Assistant Registrar/Assistant Registrar of
the Faculty of Graduate Studies.

5.4 Applications received by the Faculty of Graduate Studies shall be referred to the
Coordinator/s of the Programme. The Coordinator/s having examined the
applications to ascertain the fulfillment of the prescribed minimum requirements for
entry shall call the eligible candidates for an admission test and/or interview, as the
case may be.

5.5 The list of candidates who have been deemed successful at the admission test and/or
interview shall then be referred to the Graduate Studies Admission Committee
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) for consideration.

5.6 There shall be a Committee called the Graduate Studies Admission Committee of
the Faculty of Graduate Studies for the purpose of considering and dealing with
applications for admission to the Programme. The Committee shall comprise of:

a) the of the Faculty of Graduate Studies (Chairperson)
b) the Director of Studies
C} tb.e C00rcloina~s~ef.PQSt:gEadtl:ate;.:&es~rch Degrees.and
d) Two ether .SEt);u;rl':::--ae:atiemi:<os nOIIJinatekby the Beat'\., Faculty of 6:l"::H:JW;xte=8:t'EI:1:lie:s

, 'I'

S.7 The: Graduate- Stadies A£imrssiell Committee slra1'l hav:e the fl0Wer: llLaffe-.epl or
reject an application. Once the selections are finalized the list will be presented to
the relevant Board of Study for its consideration and recommendation and
thereafter shall be submitted to the Faculty Board of the Faculty of Graduate
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Studies (hereinafter referred to _as the faculty Board) and the Senate of the
University for its approval.

6.0 Procedure fOT registration

6.1 OR acceptance of his/her candidatnre by the Faculty Board and the Senate an
applicanr shall [egister-provisionally.as a postgraduate .studerrrof the university.

6.2 He/she shall pay the prescribed IlOTI refundable provisional registration, p-artial
"- tilltioo and any ether fees, at the time of registration or enrolment. The partial

tuition fee and other fees will cover his/her provisional registration and following
the Research Methodology Course. If the candidate obtains the required percentage
of marks/or the Research Methodology Course and satisfies other requirements, if

_any, he/she will be permitted to confirm the registration as a postgraduate student
of the University, on payment of the required tuition and other fees.

6.3 The candidate shall be initially registered for the Degree of Master of Philosophy
(M. Phil) with an opportunity for upgrading to the Ph. D level, on the basis of
his/her performance during the first year of study, except where the candidate has
already obtained a Degree of Master of Philosophy from a recognized University, in
which case he/she may be directly registered at the Ph. D. level.

6.4 The first registration shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of
registration. A candidate shall renew his/her registration by paying the required fees
every year.

6.5 The Degree of Master of Philosophy shall require a minimum of two year period
and the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy shall require a minimum of three year
period.

6.6 The maximum period fer the M Phil shall he 04 years and the Ph._D shall be 06
years from the time first registration.

6.6.1 Failure to complete during the maximum stipulated time

Candidates who do not complete either study programme within the maximum
stipulated time period shall be considered as a continuing student. Under the
continuing student status candidates shall pay a continuation fee.

6.6.2 Continuation fee will be 50% of the normal course fee and annual registration
fees. He/she wli@ becomes a CflRtimJing student shall also pay prescribed,
examination fee for :either M. Phil or -Ph. Das the case-may ·he befere. rlre
submission of the thesis for examinaticn.

3



7.0 Selection of Supervisors

7.1 TIle Faculty Board shall appoint a supervisor; frrr each student registered as a
candidate for the M Phil ? PbD Degree- and if necessary, a co-snpervisor may also
be appointed on the recommendation of the relevant B031~dof Study. in the case
where the main supervisor is 110t finm the University, a.co-supervisor shall also he
appointed from the University.

7.2 During the period of registration the candidate shall carry out the research under the
'. -gai·dance of the supervisor/s appointed by the University unless otherwise a change

is made due to an unforeseen reason.

8.0 Course;vork in Research Methodology

8.] There-shall be.a-Research Methadeiagy Course at the very outset 3S-3fo1 orientation
to the MiPhil/Ph. D programme to facilitate the development of research proposal.

8.2 As part of the Research Methodology Course candidates who have been newly
registered for the M Phil / PhD degree shall prepare a proposal for the approval of
the Faculty Board. The proposal shall be presented to a panel comprising of

• the Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies
• the Coordinatorls of Postgraduate Research Degrees
• the Director of Studies
• prospective Supervisorls
• Two or more experts in the relevant field of study, nominated by the Dean,

Faculty of Graduate Studies.

8.3 There shall be an evaluation of the performance of candidates at the end of the
Research Methodology Course which shall be assessed based on the following
criteria

Finalization of Research Proposal
In-course assessment including seminar presentations
One in-class examination
Total

40%
30%
30%
100%

8.4 The students shall be required to maintain at least 65% attendance at Research
Methodelogy classes, without. waroa -they will UDf b:e aJiowe:d to sit the fi-na-l
examination eftl1e Research MetnGG@;I@g),C@UY-se-

8..5 Studerrts-shall obtain at least 70%of the total marks frcarthe-Researca M:erh:e@.@,logy
course, including 50% of marks allocated for the res-earch proposal in order to
proceed to their registration proper for the M. Phil or Ph .•D research.
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8.6 The candidates who fail to meet this requirement shall be allowed to repeat the
Research Methodology examination only on one more occasion and that shall be
the academic year full 0"\v1Ugth eir fitst.atteanpt.nnless the Serrate- grants. permissi on,
011 the recemmendation of the Faculty Board, to take the repeat examination in a
su bseqnenr year,

9.1·· The candidate, shall meet the- supervisor regularly as arranged with the consent of
the supervisor, to report on the progress made on the research. Each time he/she
meets the supervisor, the candidate shall obtain a brief comment on the progress
made up to that point and the signature of the supervisor on the official form
provided <to the candidate, The record of meetings shall be on a standard form
presented as an annex, (Annex 1)

9.2 At the end of every three months, the supervisor shall submit a confidential
progress report on the candidate's research work. The reportshaIl be submitted to
the Co-coordinator, M Phil/Ph. D to be forwarded to the appropriate Board of Study
through the Dean of the Faculty.

9.3 The candidate shall also be required to make oral presentations on the progress of
his/her research biannually or whenever the Faculty requires to do so, through a
seminar presentation. In normal circumstances the seminars shall be organized
biannually by the Faculty of Graduate Studies.

10.0 Upgrading to the Ph D Programme

10.1 The Faculty Board may consider upgrading a candidate registered for the M._Phil
Degree programme to the Ph.D level at the end of the 1st year of his/her confirmed
registration as a postgraduate student.

10.2 Upgrading can be carried out taking into account the overall performance of the
candidate during the first year of study.

10.3 Respective supervisor/s shall make a written request to the Coordinator of the
programme to arrange for a Presentation for Upgrading before a panel of experts in
the field to determine the suitability of the candidate for upgrading to the PhD level.

10.4 The Faculty Board shall also make use of an independent assessment of written
work of theccandidate.as.a.part of the upgrading-precess,

10.5 The panel to consider upgrading shall consist .of.the.Dean/Hi'S, two or more experts
in the relevant field as .decided by the Faculty, the Directnr of Studies, the
Coordinator oftheprogramme, and the Supervisnrrs of the candidate as -observer/s.
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10.6 The candidate shall make an oral presentation before the panel to describe the
progress made during the first year and the future plan of research. The panel shall
make a reeomrrrendation whether the upgrading should be carried out or the
candidate be required to continue-with the M Phil programme.

11.1 If, in the opinion aftlte relevant.Board of Study, 0Fl the written recommendation of
'" the supervisor/s, a candidate is nartaaking satisfactory progress, the relevant Board

of Study through the Faculty Board may recorrrrrrend to the Senate to suspend or
cancel the registration of the respective candidate. Thereafter, upon the acceptance
of such recommendation by the Senate, such candidate shall cease to be a registered
candidate for the respective research degree, There shall be no refund of fees.

11.2 The relevant Board of Study shall have the power to modify the tentative title of the
dissertation/thesis at any time, at the request of the candidate and on the
recommendation of the supervisorls,

12.0 Submission of the thesis

12.1 The thesis shall be written in English. Candidates, for the M Phil or Ph D Degree
shall be required to submit the thesis on approved subjects demonstrating (a)
knowledge on the methods of research and (b) competence to present material
systematically and (c) the ability to exercise critical and independent judgment. The
thesis shall also demonstrate the candidate's ability to make a significant and
critical contribution to the chosen field of study. In the case of Ph. D. Degree
candidacy, the work should also represent a creative and seminal contribution to
new knowledge on the study of subject-matter study,

12.2 The thesis shall be submitted within three months after the end of the prescribed
period of study. If an extension is required the candidate shall make a request,
through the supervisor, to the Coordinator/s, M. Phil I PhD, giving the time
requirement and justification for such an extension to be forwarded for the approval
of the Senate.

12.3 Prior to submission of the thesis, the Faculty Board shall have the power to modify
the title of the thesis at the request of the candidate and on the recommendation of
the supervisor/so Such change oftitle shall be submitted to the Senate for approval.

UA At least three months prior to submission of the thesis to the University, the
candidate shall, with the..appmxal of the supervisor/s, infean the Dean of the
Pacnlty of Graduate Studies of hisiher intention to suhmir.therthesis, enabling the
Urriversitytopreceed with making necessary arrangements to appoint .examiners,

12.5 On completion of his/her work, the candidate for a Postgraduate Research B-egree
shall submit to the SARlFGS, M.PhiVPhD. three copies of the thesis prepared on

6

~ ---'-----------------------------~



;------------------------_.

I

the prescribed format of the Faculty. The student shall obtain the recommendation I
of the supervisor/s for submission of the.thesis.

13.0 Maintenance of intellectual integrity

l.Ll Maintenance of intellectual integrity and avoidance of plagiarism shall he the sole
responsib iUIY 0 f the CEO di date- \1\; ~ci I -±~t!r-=:?is i.s prepared for S.u.b1111-~<:iu IJ.i Every
candidate working on the research shall appraise herself/himself and be fully aware

-,. ofthe necessity to ensure and upho-ld intellectual inte-grity and desist from any act
of plagiarism. (Annex IT)

13.1 In case of violation of this condition the Faculty Board shall recommend to the~ -
Senate to take action against such candidate according to the university rules
relating to examination offences and punishments, which could include the
cancellation of registration of the candidate and debarment of the candidate- from
further registration with the University.

14.0 Examination of the thesis

14. I The Faculty Board shall recommend to the Senate, the appointment of two
examiners (at least one of whom shall be from outside the University of Colombo)
for the evaluation of the thesis.

14.2 The examiners appointed by the Senate for the evaluation of the thesis shall submit
written reports on the thesis to the Coordinator, M.PhillPh.D. The report shall give
reasons and justification for accepting or rejecting or recommending a revision/re-
submission of the thesis, as the case may be,. The report shall be submitted within a
period of preferably 03 months. The Senate on the recommendation of the Faculty
Board shall have the power to appointanother examiner/sin the event that the
examiner/s does/do not comply with the requisite time period for evaluation.

15.0 Viva-voce examination

15.1 In order to qualify for the award of the Degree, a candidate, after the submission of
thesis shall be called for a viva-voce examination. The purpose of the viva-voce
examination is to find out the originality of the work, candidate's ability to present
and support his/her thesis and answer questions on the work and the subject matter,
his/her suitahN,l~t-Jto reeeiwe the relevant Degree. The Board of Examiners shall
consist of

The nean/FGS
The Coordinater/s o:fPustgraduate-Res.ear:c;h Begrees (as.an Observer)
The Director of Studies
The Examiners and
The Supervisor/s (as observerls)
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1S2 After consideration of the reports of the examiners 0]1 thee thesis and the
performance of the candidate at the viva voce examination for the award of the
Degre-e, the Beard of'Examiners shall decide on the following:

(a) that the ne:gj~ for which the candidate has submitted himself/herself for
examinarirm shall be aw ardF·{1

(b) that the Degree for which the candidate has submitted himself/herself for
, examination, shall be awarded subject to minor amendments / corrections to the

thesis: as may be specified by the Board of Examiners and submitted within a
maximum period of three months with a certification from a nominee of the
Boardof'Examiners, that the amerrdrrrenrs / corrections have been made.

or

(c) that the candidate shall be permitted to resubmit the thesis within a maximum
period of one year. The revised thesis shall be reevaluated by the same
examiners as far as possible, and the candidate shall be summoned for another
viva-voce examination. Thereafter the Board of Examiners shall decide on (a)
or (b) above or (d) or (e) below.

or

(d) that the candidate is considered as failed and the Degree shall not be awarded.

or

(e) that, where the candidate has submitted the thesis for the Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy, instead of awarding that, the Degree of Master of Philosophy may
be awarded subject to requirements of paragraph (b) above, where they are
applicable.

15.3 When a thesis is-accepted for the award of a Degree, three bound copies conforming
to the specified format shall be submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. The
format is presented as an Annex (Annex III).
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PART 11 MASTER OE ~OS(}PHY

16.0 Requirements to enter Master's Programme

16.1 No person shall seek registration as a candidate fOT the Degree of fV'[a£terof
Philosophy Programme UTLle.S5 she/ire>

".- 0) "has passed with First or Second Class HeIr0HES in the Upper J)ij:VtSi0TI at the
• Special Degree Examinations from the University of Colombe or any other

recognized University in a relevant subject ofthe proposed research
or

(ii) has passed with First Class Honours in the General Arts Degree Examination
having offered the relevant/related subject/s of the proposed research with
acceptable postgraduate qualification/so

or

(iii) has passed a Two-Year Master's Degree with a substantial research
component from the University of Colombo or a recognized University in a
relevant subject of the proposed research

or

(iv) has passed a One-Year Master's Degree, with either five years of post
qualifying experience or refereed published research, that is acceptable to the
Graduate Studies Admission Board

And

a good working knowledge of English.

16.2 In the thesis students are expected to show a clear knowledge of the methods of
research, ability to present material analytically and to exercise independent
judgment. The thesis for the degree of Master of Philosophy shall consist of words
not exceeding 50,000 and necessary tables and figures and prepared according to
the guidelines of Faculty of Graduate Studies.

16.3 The Degree of Master of Philosophy may be conferred on a person who

(i) has been register.eda:s a Postgraduate Research student in the Eacalty of
Graduate Studies, University ofColorrrbo.

(1i~has thereafter, pursued an.approved pregram 0f-research inthe University for at
least two years duration

9
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(iii) has paid such registration and other fees as prescribed;

and

(iv) hasfirlfilled the following conditions;

(a) the candidate has presented.an acceptable-thesis embodying research on the

'.,. . -; (b-) tbeth esis has-heen_ac:c:epter1-by the Board of Examiners;

(c) the candidate had been successful at an oral examination.

PART III

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

17.0 Requirements to enter Doctor of Philosophy Programme

17.1. No person shall seek registration for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy unless
he/she has

(i) A Master of Philosophy degree from the University of Colombo or any other
recognized University where the study program is not less than two years in
duration.

or

(ii) A Bachelors Degree in the relevant field of study with a Masters Degree of
not less than two years duration with at least one year research component.

and

has been accepted by the Graduate Studies Admission Board.

and

A good working knowledge in English

(iii) Registered as a c-andidate fer the Degree of Master of Philosophy in the F-aculty
of Graduate Studi-es and has pursued aaappreved -pn:rgram of research far a
period of at least twelve months and has presented the findings of such research
to the satisfaction of the Examination Beard appointed, by the Faculty of
Graduate Studies.
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172 The Board

shall consist of

The Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Stud ies or his/her nominee (Cha irperson)
Tile Director of Studies
The Coordinator/s of the Postgraduate Research Degree

..'TW0 examiners of the theses
The Supervisor/s of research as observers

17.3· The the~is for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy shall consist of words not
exceeding 80,000 and necessary tables and figures and prepared according to the
guide-lines ofFGS.

17.4 The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy may be conferred on a person who

. (a) has been registered as a Postgraduate Research student in the Faculty of
Graduate Studies, University of Colombo

(b) has thereafter pursued an approved program of research in the University of
Colombo of at least three years of duration, save in the case of permanent and
confirmed teachers of Senior Lecturer's position or above of the University of
Colombo

(c) has paid such registration and other fees as prescribed

(d) has fulfilled the following -

(i) the candidate has presented an acceptable thesis embodying research an the
subject selected

(ii) the thesis had been accepted by the Examination Board

(iii)the candidate has been successful in the viva-vo ice examination.

17. 5 The Examination Board shall not accept a thesis as satisfying the required
standard unless the thesis demonstrates the following Qualification Descriptors
(Sri Lankan Credit ana Qualificatian Framework; University Grants
Cammissioa)

€a~The- creatierrand-interpretation of new knowledge, tlTI-eu:gh=-0F-ig-inal-I"eseaI"ch
or other advanced scholarship, or a quality to. satisfy peer review; extend the
discipline-and- merit pub Iication.

11
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(b) A systematic acquisition and understanding of substantial body of knowledge
at a forefront of an academic discipline or areas of professional practice.

(c) The ability to conceptualize, aesi2"11and implement a project so as to generate
new knowledge, applications cruederstanding and to adjust the-design of tile
project in response to developments, positiveaad negative.

(d) .fl. detailed understa fl rling·of~!1!1-Eic.able techniques -for research and advanced
- academi c errqniry.

PART IV

INTERPRETATION & TRANSITION

18.0 Interpretation and Transitional Provisions

18.1 In these by-laws, unless the context otherwise requires,

"Council" means the Council of the University of Colombo constituted by the
universities Act No 160f 1978 as amended subsequently

. "Senate" means the Senate of the University of Colombo constituted by the
Universities Act No 16 of 1978 as amended subsequently

"Faculty Board" means the Faculty Board of the Faculty of Graduate Studies of the
University of Colombo constituted under the Universities Act No 16 of 1978 as
amended subsequently

"Relevant Board of Study" means any of the Boards of Studies created under the
Faculty of Graduate Studies of the University of Colombo constituted under the
Universities Act No 16 of 1978 as amended subsequently

"Coordinator/s of Postgraduate Research Degree" means the Coordinator/s for the
Degree of Master of Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy appointed by the Dean of
the Faculty of Graduate Studies

18..2Any questions regarding the interpretation of these by-laws shall be referred to the
Council whose.decision the.t.e.illl.SJIatl~hefinal.

18.3 The Vice-Chancellor shall }:rave antherity, in consultation wirll the Dean to take
such .actien or give such direction net inconsistent with Hre...-ptinciples.l1Jl0erl¥-irrg
the provisions of these By-Laws, as appears to him/her to be necessary or expedient
for the purpose of removing any difficulties that may arise in the interpretation of
these provisions or .for which there is no provision in these By-Laws or in the case
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of students who had followed or have been following the Degree Programme/s
under tbe existing arrangements approved by the Senate and the Council.

>.,-

13


